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anything of the abilities or merits of the under-servants;
therefore she is unable to answer Lady Seymour's note.
Lady Shuckborough cannot imagine Mary Stedman to be
capable of cooking for any but the servants' hall."

Letter III

"Lady Seymour presents her compliments to Lady Shuck-
borough, and begs she will order her housekeeper, Mrs.
Pouch, to send the girl's character; otherwise another young
woman will be sought for elsewhere, as Lady Seymour's
children cannot remain without their dinner because Lady
Shuckborough, keeping a 'professed cook and housekeeper/
thinks a knowledge of the details of her establishment beneath
her notice.

"Lady Seymour understood from Stedman that, in addition
to her other talents, she was actually capable of dressing food
for the little Shuckboroughs to partake of when hungry."

(Here appeared a caricature of the little Shuckboroughs
gobbling, with Mary Stedman in the background.)

Letter IV
"MADAM:

"Lady Shuckborough has directed me to acquaint
you she declines answering your note, the vulgarity of which
is beneath contempt; and although it may be the character-
istic of the Sheridans to be vulgar and witty, it is not that of a
'lady,' unless she happens to have been born in a garret and
bred in a kitchen.

" Mary Stedman informs me that you only require a girl
who can cook a mutton chop; if so, I apprehend that Mary
Stedman or any other scullion will be found fully equal to
cook for, or manage the establishment of, the Queen of
Beauty.

"I am your Ladyship's, etc,,

"ELIZABETH COUCH

Pouch.)*'

* T^it^can be taken for granted that the society of the
beautifol Sheridans never lacked sparkle. Their mother,
the Colonel s daughter by his third wile, still survived, with the
reputation of being the most beautiful woman an the world